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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an inexpensive useful form with enhanced decorative 
properties and durability, by method wherein a surface of a laminate comprising 
layers of a plurality of precious metals or precious metal alloys differing in 
tone is irradiated with a laser beam to partially expose an inner layer, and 
the laminate is subjected to forming. 

CONSTITUTION: A Pt plate 1, a pure gold plate 2 equal to the plate 1 in size 
and a 18-k gold plate 3 equal to the plates 1, 2 in width end length but 
different from the plates 1, 2 in thickness are prepared as precious metal 
plate blanks. The plate blanks are degreased, are superposed on each other in 
the order of Pt, pure gold and 18-k gold, and are placed into a diffusion 
welder, in which degassing, heating and pressurizing are conducted to obtain a 
laminate 4. The laminate 4 is subjected to repeated hot rolling and cold 
rolling by rolls 5 to obtain a precious metal laminate 6. The laminate 6 is 
cut into a circular shape with an appropriate size, and the surface on the Pt 
side is irradiated with a laser beam from a yttrium-aluminum-garnet laser 
generator 7 to mark the surface with a pattern 8. The laser beam marking may 
be conducted with the beam intensity varied so as to expose the gold second 
layer 2a or expose the 18-k gold third layer 3a, whereby a tone can be varied. 
The precious metal laminate 6 thus marked with the pattern 8 is pressed to 
remove unrequired parts thereof, and corner parts are smoothened to obtain an 
ashtray 9. 
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